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Ask us about our ever popular Puppet 
Shows and see your favourite furry RCM friends! 

The RCM is participating in “Doors Open 

Days”! Drop down during the city event 

for a fun time at the museum! 

The  

Railway Coastal Museum 

would like to wish all  

returning students a happy 

start to the school year,  

especially to those going to 

school for the first time!! 

How exciting! 
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Language & Lingo! 

Follow us on 

Facebook! 
Www.facebook.com/

railwaycoastalmuseum 

In keeping with the theme of going back to 

school, this month’s heritage moment talks 

about a time when children actually went to 

school on the train, but maybe not in the way 

you think! During the operation of the NFLD Rail-

way many people were required to live in remote 

locations along the rail line. A Sectionman, for ex-

ample, was responsible for 8 miles of rail bed, and 

in order to carry out his duties he needed to live 

on location, which included his family. Children in 

these areas were thus unable to access education. 

During 1936 in an arrangement between the Rail-

way and the Anglo-Newfoundland Development 

Company, a train car named Shawnawdithit was do-

nated to be used as the school on wheels which 

would  travel a circuit of settlements once per 

month. The School Car would stay at a settlement 

for a period of time in which class would take 

place. Homework was assigned to be completed by 

the time the car returned a month later! Included 

in the interior of the School Car was a furnace 

room powered by coal, accommodations for the 

teacher, thick carpet and upholstered seats, shelv-

ing with a table-top radio, a blackboard which slid 

down from hinges and covered the front door, and 

many books and supplies. The School Car Shaw-

nawdithit saw it’s last run at the end of the school 

year in 1942.  
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“Beating the 

streets...”: 
To say that someone was 

“beating the streets” meant that 
someone was  simply “on the 

go”. Someone who would rather 
spend their time outside, hang-
ing out and walking along the 

community’s roads and streets, 
with or without company. It 

was also often said with an atti-
tude insinuating that they 

should be doing something else.   
 

“Jane was out with her friends 
last night, beatin’ the streets ‘til 
midnight. When she came in I 
told her not to be at it, and to 

come on in next time and get to 
bed!” 
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“Island of Sodor” Playtable! 

“Baby b Cool” Products! 

Colour your culture with this  

NL Colouring Book! 

Railway Coastal Museum 

magnet! 


